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believe that J. E. B. Stuart was killed, news of which I
received just as I came on board the boat this morning.
He was earnest, though uninformed, and said he was from
western North Carolina. Eeturning, we reached Washing-
ton at 9 P.M.

To-day I have been busy in preparing two or three
letters and matters for Congress.

Governor Morgan called on me relative to abuses in
cotton speculations, and malconduct of Treasury agents
and others. Some of the malpractices which are demoral-
izing the army and the officials and disgusting the whole
people in the lower Mississippi are becoming known, and
will, I trust, lead to legislative correction. As Morgan
introduced the subject and thought proper to consult me,
I freely gave him facts and my views, which conflict with
Chase and the Treasury management. A bill which Mor-
gan showed me is crudely drawn but introduces, or makes,
an entire change. It is not, in some of its features, what I
should have proposed, but it will improve on the present
system.

May 17, Tuesday. A painful suspense in military opera-
tions. It is a necessary suspense, but the intense anxiety is
oppressive, and almost unfits the mind for mental activity.
We know it cannot be long before one or more bloody bat-
tles will take place in which not only many dear friends
will be slaughtered but probably the Civil War will be de-
cided as to its continuance, or termination. My faith is
firm in Union success, but I shall be glad when faith is past.

There was nothing special to-day at the Cabinet. No
information received from the Army of the Potomac.
Sherman had had hard fighting in northern Georgia at
Resaca, and the Rebels under Johnston have retreated.

The President informs me that four of the Massachu-
setts delegation have waited upon him in relation to the
condition of affairs at the Charlestown Navy Yard. They
fear the Navy has too much control, and charge Admiral